g6                        SAMUZL SEWALL.

prerequisite to citizenship. His name also appears
as a deputy from Westfield to the General Court
in 1683, as his father-in-law, John Hull, had been
in 1674, it being the law then that a man might be
elected from a town other than that in which he
lived. As all this, however, concerns his political
life, it will be treated of elsewhere. He of neces-
sity belonged to the Boston Fire Department, the
Police and Watch, was obliged to go the rounds with
the rest, or hire a man, and was apparently very
fond of military life, and was for long a captain in
the militia. Indeed, the Puritans insisted that every
citizen should take his share of the public burdens,
were admirable organizers, set every man to his work,
according to his station, and were before their time
in making a levy en masse into the militia. This is
why in all wars they showed such martial ability,
and one reason why their colony did not perish as
so many others had, especially in the French and
Spanish immigrations. Sewall is a fine example of
a busy Puritan business man, with an unsmirched
record of success.

Yet, to show the uncertainties and vexations of
commerce in those days, this incident may be noted.
Sewall undertook to send a package of New England
books to Sir William Ashurst, the agent of the Prov-
ince in England. The vessel was taken by a French
privateer, and condemned in the West Indies. The
books, as of no account, were given to the captain
of the vessel, who, on his return to Boston, gave them
to Dr. Increase Mather, who, in turn, finding them toaving
